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Information sheet for participants

The SILO Project

Integrating STEM education in primary schools
You are invited to participate in the above research project which is being conducted by Associate Professor Brendan Jacobs, Head of Department STEM Education, from the University of New England. SILO is an acronym for Scientifically Integrated Learning Outcomes. Although The SILO Project attempts to address the international focus on improving STEM education, one of the research questions is about translation of research which involves bridging the gap between theory and practice. The research questions are: 
1. What might an integrated STEM curriculum for K-6 students look like? 
2. How can the co-design of learning sequences and activities between teachers and researchers be effectively undertaken to improve the quality and usability of project findings and recommendations? 
3. What STEM knowledge and skills would we like our students to have by the end of Year 6?
The SILO project has ethics approval from the University of New England (HE22-058) and the NSW Department of Education (SERAP 2022071).
Procedures/risks
The primary focus of this research project is to create and refine 28 units of work which can be implemented across the seven years of primary school education (i.e., one each term). Your role is to work with Brendan during your regular planning sessions and/or class time to work on the units pertaining to your students.
The main risk identified with the project is the potential for disruption to your usual routine. To mitigate this risk, Brendan is planning to work within your existing timetable, namely staff meetings and team planning sessions. Brendan is mainly interested in visiting your classroom at various times which suit your schedule as determined in advance by you.




Data collection and storage
[bookmark: _Hlk64455255][bookmark: _Hlk64028438]For your own planning purposes, you are welcome to document the lesson plans for the STEM units however you like. Brendan will be compiling much of the same information electronically at the website https://silo.edu.au. The information on this site will be updated daily and you will have ongoing access to it. You will not be identified in any way on this site or in any other place in relation to this data. Comments and critique of the 28 STEM units made by teachers might be quoted and/or paraphrased to capture the dynamics of co-creation in a school context. In such instances, teachers will be referred to by their grade level without reference to gender and without the use of pseudonyms (e.g., “Year 4 teacher”).  
Data will be retained in accordance with University of New England policy. Any written records made by the chief investigator will be kept in a locked office at the University of New England. These notes will be considered to be ‘raw data’. Raw data will be disposed of after a period of five years by shredding hard copies and deleting all computer files which are not part of the SILO website (https://silo.edu.au). The majority of the data will take the form of the 28 units of work which are also available on the SILO website. It is not envisioned that this data will be deleted at any time as this information can be useful for educators working in STEM education. This data is made available on the website under a ‘Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License’.
Access to the data
You will have ongoing access to the evolving units and all other data at the website https://silo.edu.au. You will also receive access to a research report when the project has concluded.
Right to withdraw
Please be advised that your participation in this study is completely voluntary. Should you wish to withdraw at any stage, or to withdraw any unprocessed data you have supplied, you are free to do so without prejudice.




Participation
If you would like to participate, please indicate that you have read and understood this information by signing the accompanying consent form and returning it to Brendan. The research team advises that participants’ confidentiality will be respected at all times, unless there are compelling and legitimate reasons for this to be breached, such as requests from law enforcement agencies, or where the information provided by participants indicates a potential risk of harm to other individuals. The university has an established procedure to manage such requests, and release of any information will only occur after all alternatives have been considered under that procedure.
Should you require any further information, or have any concerns, please do not hesitate to contact the chief investigator, Brendan Jacobs by phone (W) 6773 5967 or email bjacobs7@une.edu.au. If you have any concerns regarding the conduct of the project which you do not wish to discuss with Brendan you can contact: 

University of New England Human Research Ethics Officer
Phone:	(02) 6773 3715
Email: 		humanethics@une.edu.au 


This information sheet for participants is for you to keep
image1.png




